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Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome back to our final term for 2021.  

 

We recognise that Term 3 was exceptionally busy and the children were well and truly ready for the holidays. We hope 

you all had an enjoyable and relaxing break.  

 

Term 4 contains Swimming, 120th Anniversary Celebrations and transition sessions to get the children ready for Yr. 1. 

 

Please find attached our program/overview for Term 4: 

 

Swimming 

We commence swimming on Wednesday, the 12th of October, 2021. As our session is straight away, we ask students 

wear their bathers to school and cover themselves with a hooded towel, if they have one or a towel wrapped around 

themselves and wear shoes, such as crocs or thongs; shoes that are easy to get on and off to wear to and from the 

pool. Children may bring goggles, but please make sure they have your child’s name on.  

 

We will get changed back at school, so we will request the girls, from Rooms 5 and 6 place their change of clothes on a 

desk in Room 6 and the boys get changed in Room 5; if you can assist them with this when they arrive at school; by 

helping them place their bag of clothes to change into in the correct room and showing them where it is. Please make 

sure all of your child’s clothing is labelled. When we arrive back from swimming at 10;20 am, we will change and go 

straight out to an early recess. Students will require an additional bag to place their wet gear into. If girls do have two 

piece bathers, we request they wear them, as it makes going to the toilet less of an issue. Your child is welcome to 

wear a rashie. As we are leaving for swimming straight away, we ask that if your child requires sun screen you apply it 

at home.  

 

They will be ravenous, so please back a bigger recess than usual. Students will come in from recess at 11;30, rather 

than 12;00 as we are going out earlier. Could pack an additional crunch and sip item to eat in a separate container; 

clearly marked with your child’s name. For example, a chopped up apple, celery, sultanas etc.; something that children 

can have a munch and a crunch on in class when we come back in at 11:30. We will read a story and give children this 

time to have a nibble and drink of water, just to top them up to lunch. 

 

You are more than welcome to meet us at Fremantle Aquatic Centre and watch your child at their lesson. On the first 

day, they are busily organising into groups and on the last day they play games; so the in-between sessions are better 

to watch. 

 

Term Four Themes/Topics and HASS 

As explained in last Term’s overview, our HASS History theme, is a 15-week program and will continue from Term 3 

into Term 4. Within our big question, Who am I? Who is in my family? How have families changed over time?   

 

Additionally, the big questions we will be exploring within in this unit of work will be:  

 Who the people in their family are, where they were born and raised and showing how they are related to 

each other, using simple family trees. 

 The different structures of families and family groups today (e.g. nuclear, only child, large, single parent, 

extended, blended, adoptive parent, grandparent) and what they have in common.  

 How they, their family and friends commemorate past events that are important to them (e.g. birthdays, 

religious festivals, family reunions, community commemorations).   

 How the stories of families and the past can be communicated and passed down from generation to generation 

(e.g. photographs, artefacts, books, oral histories, digital media, museums) and how the stories may differ, 

depending on who is telling them. 
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Our 120th celebrations are planned for Week 5 of Term 4 and a big focus of our program will be preparing 

our classroom for the decade 2000 to 2010 for our open/fete day, which is planned for Saturday, the 14th 

of November, 2021. 

 

In the last few weeks of term, we will look at Christmas and how it is celebrated throughout the world. We 

usually have a Christmas Market, where we raise funds for Saint Patricks in Fremantle. Due to the School 

Fete and there being a P and C Christmas Stall at this event, we thought we may be able to look at the Pre-

primary students creating Christmas Boxes for Saint Patricks to distribute at Christmas time. However, it 

will depend on time, as it is another super busy term. Please see a further explanation on our box construction 

project in the Technology section of this curriculum overview. 

 
Events 

Term 4 promises to be another busy term. Events planned so far are: 
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Excursion 

To celebrate our 120th year, the school has organised an excursion to Cicerellos, in Week 6 of Term 4, for our PP to 

Yr. 2 classes. Our class is scheduled for a visit on Friday, the 19th of November. Further information will follow closer 

to this event. 

 

Literacy Focus 

In Pre-primary, our Letters and Sounds program, will continue to operate from Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 

Fridays from 2:15-2:45 pm.  

 

Additionally, within Pre-primary, we will have a specific sound and letter focus each week. This allows us to focus on 

letter formations and create an art piece around the reviewed sound. This weekly focus looks like this in Term 4: 

 
 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 

Letter/sound 

focus: 

ng ai ee igh oa oo or ar ur/er/ure ow 

 

In the last few weeks of Term 3, I sent home a reading miscue to give you an idea of how your child was progressing 

with their reading; specifically, the application of their sound knowledge when reading and their comprehension of what 

they had read. A focus in Term 4, will be on having students continue to apply their sound knowledge when reading, 

especially newly taught diagraphs and trigraphs, with a specific focus on improving the children’s fluency and expression 

when reading. 

 

The best Readers for your child to practise their reading at home are decodable readers. The use of decodable text 

forces readers to practise their decoding skills instead of relying on pictures or guessing. As a school we have a 

selection that we use with the students in class. Unfortunately, we do not home readers that are decodable. Melville 

Library has a selection of decodable readers. Alternatively, an amazing resource is SPELD SA 

(https://www.speldsa.org.au/SPELD-SA-Phonic-Readers-New-Series). They have free online decodable books that are 

aligned with Letters & Sounds. These can be used on a desktop, tablet or printed into a paper copy. Many of these have 

images from Australia and are illustrated in collaboration with indigenous artists. We will have readers available in 

class, but as explained they are not always decodable. 

 

All students will continue to have opportunities to use their sound knowledge to attempt to write and decode words. 

We continue to encourage students to write and have a go by completing daily modelled writing and reading sessions; 

https://www.speldsa.org.au/SPELD-SA-Phonic-Readers-New-Series
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where they listen to, comprehend and identify rhyme, letter patterns and sounds in words. We also examine capital 

letters and full stops and introduce students to other punctuation during modelled writing and reading sessions.  

 

Our Term 4, Talk4Writing text will be Farmer Duck by Martin Waddell and Helen Oxenbury. Our focus will be on       

narratives. Specifically, the setting and complication and resolution. 

 

Maths 

This term in Mathematics the curriculum focus is on Number, Measurement and Geometry, Location and 

Transformation, and Statistics and Probability. 

 

Our Number focus in Pre-primary will continue to be on revising and extending the following understandings: 

 Establishing understanding of the language and processes of counting by naming numbers in sequences, initially 

to and from 20, moving from any starting point.  

 Connecting number names, numerals and quantities, including zero, initially up to 10 and then beyond. 

 Number recognition 0 to 20 and how we can partition these numbers. 

 Represent practical situations to model addition and sharing  

 

On Wednesdays, Alysha (Miss Lange) will look at Measurement with a focus on capacity and weight. In Location and 

Transformation, she will continue looking at following and giving simple direction accurately with the use of left and 

right.  

 

In Statistics and Probability, we will continue to look at yes/no questions and examining data by describing and 

drawing simple data displays. We will also sort and explore ways of displaying information and data. In addition, we 

will explore the phenomena of chance by attending to activities that demonstrate chance occurrences. In Patterns  

and Algebra, we will look at respond to the identification of objects by experiencing patterns and the sorting of  

objects in everyday situations. This will also link in beautifully to our Term 4, Technology focus. 

 

You can assist your child’s counting fluency at home by listening to them practise their counting, both forwards and 

backwards and practising their skip counting. Remember you do not always have to start from one. Another way to build 

their fluency would be by giving them small addition and subtraction sums to solve; sums that require them to count on 

and backwards from numbers below 20, for example, 10-4=? The idea being to build their fluency when solving these 

sums. For young children it is better to present sums as word problems, for example, I had 10 lollies and my brother 

ate 4, how many are left? This will give your child a better context to work within. 

 

Our Calculate focuses within Term 4 will be: 
Weeks 1 and 2 3 and 4 5 and 6 7 and 8 9 and 10 

PP Consolidation: 

Counting principles 

Rainbow facts to 5 

Explicitly teach: 

Partitioning to 5 

 

 

Consolidation: 

Turn arounds 

Count on 

Explicitly teach: 

Number line to 20 

Consolidation: 

Subitising 

Count back 

Explicitly teach: 

Number line to 20 

 

Consolidation: 

Rainbow facts to 5 

Skip counting 

Exposure: 

Rainbow facts to 10 

Doubles 

Near doubles 

Consolidation: 

Skip counting 

Rainbow facts to 5 

Counting back 

Number line to 20 

 

 

Science 

On Wednesdays, Alysha (Ms Lange), will focus on Chemical Sciences, with a specific focus on Science Inquiry skills. 

In Pre-primary students will look at: 

 sorting and grouping materials on the basis of observable properties such as colour, texture and flexibility 

 thinking about how the materials used in buildings and shelters are suited to the local environment  

 comparing the traditional materials used for clothing from around the world 

 investigating different forms of clothing used for different activities 

 

Technology  

In Digital Technology, we will explore the representation of data, where we explore how data can have patterns and 

can be represented as pictures and symbols. We plan to look at patterns and record in technology and as pictographs. 

This will link beautifully into some of our Term 4 Maths focuses. For example, in Statistics & Probability where we 

answer yes/no questions to collect information and make simple inferences, as well as Number & Algebra, where we 
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will sort and classify familiar objects and explain the basis for these classifications; copying, continuing and creating 

patterns with objects and drawings. 

 

Our school has also joined REmida, which is a reuse centre that collects discards offcuts that can be directly 

repurposed into school based activities. Hence, we look forward to working with the students in creating a solution to 

solve a problem. We are thinking of creating boxes we can fill with tooth paste etc. for homeless people as a Christmas 

gift, however, it will be based on what materials are available at REmida when we visit.   

 

Hats 

In Term 4, students continue to require a hat to join in sport and outdoor play sessions. We do not have any spare hats, 

as they have all gone missing. We would appreciate you checking at home to see if any of our spare hats may have 

accidentally been taken home. Although school hats are preferred if your child has misplaced their hat, a spare hat 

with a wide brim from home is preferable to no hat. 

 

Physical Education 

This term, we have Swimming lessons in the first fortnight. Our Physical Education focus will recommence on 

Wednesdays from Week 3 onwards with our focus being on:  

 Object control skills, including kicking and catching  

 Cooperation with others when participating in physical activities, including partners, small groups and whole 

class  

 Understanding and following rules when participating in physical activities 

 

Health 

Our Health focus in Term 4, will be on Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds. Within this topic we will continue to use the 

Zones of Regulation to help develop our emotional and behavioural awareness and response/s.  

 

Music 

In Term 4, the children’s Music program will continue to consist of enjoyment of music, musical games, singing, how to 

use their voice, playing instruments and moving to music.  

 

Parent Helpers 

We love parent helpers, so please feel free to place your name on our roster. We require assistance with listening to 

children’s sounds and reading decodable readers. With the decodable readers, children individually read a text and 

complete a comprehension activity; ideally we would like the students to do this twice weekly. It is so important to 

their sound work and improving fluency as it allows children to apply the sounds they are learning to a text. However, 

it is a time consuming process, so assistance would very much be appreciated. 

 

We will recommence Guided Reading, after swimming, in Week 3 on Mondays and Fridays from 9- 9:20/30 am and 

require two parent helpers to effectively run these sessions please. 

 

Our laundry roster will be at the door, which we would appreciate you adding your name to. 

 

Transitions 

This term, our Pre-primary students will complete transition mornings, where the students will spend a morning in the 

Yr. 1 classrooms. This will allow them to spend time with the Yr. 1 teachers and see what their new classroom may look 

like next year. We will explain to the children that the teacher they see may not be their actual Year 1 teacher; as 

staffing has not been confirmed for next year. Please have those conversations at home as well to reinforce and avoid 

upset and confusion. 

 

We will also organise opportunities for the Pre-primary students to spend time in the ‘big’ playground and practice 

eating recess and lunch in the Undercover Area. We find this helps elevate some of the anxiety about the move from 

PP to Yr. 1; they are usually really excited, but can also be a bit nervous. 

 

Change of Clothes 

Please ensure that you do have a change of clothes for your child in their bag as accidents do occur. We also bring out 

the hose for water play in Term 4 and sometimes we accidentally get wet. 
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Unwell 

We thank you for your vigilance in keeping your child/children home if they are unwell. We really appreciate it and ask 

you continue to do so, when required this term.  

 

Library 

Our Library Day continues to be on Tuesdays. However, if your child forgets their book, we are happy to change it for 

them on other days of the week.  

 

Please see me with any queries. 

 

Kind regards 

Maureen French Maureen.French@education.wa.edu.au 

11/10/2021 

mailto:Maureen.French@education.wa.edu.au

