
Dear Parents/ Caregivers 

Welcome to Room 2! I will be your child’s teacher Monday to Friday throughout 2021. I am looking forward to 

getting to know your child and become a part of their learning journey. The aim of this newsletter is to give you 

an overview of the learning that will be taking place in Room 2 this term. I have also included some general 

information about some of our class routines for those parents who were unable to attend the class meeting.  

 

Homework 

All students are encouraged to read at least three times a week for half an hour, practise their times tables 

and complete their weekly spelling sentences activity. Spelling homework will be given on Friday and is expected 

to be returned the following Thursday. I would also like to encourage children where possible to practise their 

typing skills using tying.com. This will be a key skill in their NAPLAN tests and as they move on to high school. 

If there are any challenges with homework at any time, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

NAPLAN 

NAPLAN assessments will be carried out by all Year 5 pupils during Term 2. The children will take tests in 

Reading, Writing, Maths and Language Conventions (Grammar and Punctuation). We will be integrating NAPLAN 

content into our classroom learning and will expose children to NAPLAN style questions to familiarise them with 

the question style. In some circumstances, Year 6 students will be involved in NAPLAN preparation to allow 

them to revisit and revise key concepts and prepare them for Year 7 NAPLAN. 

 

Mobile Phones 

Mobile phones and any other technology devices must be handed to the class teacher first thing in the morning 

and collected again at home time. Smart watches need to be turned on the flight mode. Phones are not to be 

used on the school grounds. 

 

Uniform Policy   

It is important that students come to school dressed in full school uniform.  For safety reasons, appropriate 

shoes must be worn.  Sport shoes need to be supportive of the foot and provide enough grip to take part in all 

sporting activities – laces should be done up.  As part of our uniform policy, hats are also compulsory in order 

for students to participate in sporting and play activities as well as being in the sun during recess and 

lunch. Our School Board supports caps with a back flap as well as bucket and wide brimmed styles, both being 

available from the uniform shop which is open on Mondays. Students without hats can play in the undercover 

area. All shoulder length hair needs to be tied back. No makeup is a part of our School Policy and nail polish is 

considered makeup. It is asked that students only wear their faction shirts on Mondays and Fridays as these 

are the sports days.  

All items should be clearly labelled.   

  

Communication 

Our main form of communication this year will be through Connect. I will use this to share any class content or 

class notices and information. Please look out for an email in the next couple of weeks which will invite you to 

join our class page. I always endeavour to meet promptly with parents to discuss any issues involving their child 

Please do not hesitate to email me if you have any queries or concerns.  
 

Curriculum Summary 

 

 

English In Reading lessons, we will be focusing on comprehension strategies in preparation for Year 

5’s NAPLAN. We will be building upon previous skills of fact retrieval and inference. Year 6 

students will also be revising these concepts whilst extending them with more challenging 

texts. 
 

During Writing lessons, students will be focusing on narrative writing and persuasive writing. 

We will be looking at figurative language and expanding sentences with more interesting 

vocabulary. We will be working on building description and creating imagery, suspense, and 



tension with our words. These concepts will be reiterated in stand-alone grammar lessons, 

where we will focus on the sentence features we will need to enhance our writing. This will 

include use of dependent clauses, relative clauses and using correctly punctuated speech. 
 

 

As NAPLAN is completed online. The children will be completing some writing tasks on the laptops. 

 

In Spelling lessons, we will be continuing work with our Soundwaves units from unit 1 to 9. 

These spellings will be used in the children’s spelling homework each week. 
 

Maths 

This term, number will be taught Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and Measurement 

and Geometry will be taught on Thursday and Friday. During number sessions, Year 6 will 

be taught by Mrs. Bullock in Room 1 and all Year 5 students will be taught by myself in 

Room 2. All measurement and geometry will be taught as a class.  

  

Year 6   

During Number lessons, students will be focusing on:  

 identifying numbers larger than a million,  

 understanding that some numbers have special properties and that these 

properties can be used to solve problems – triangular, square numbers, composite and 

prime numbers,  

 representing and solving problems involving the four operations. In order for 

students to be able to do this, they need to have a thorough understanding of the 4 

operations. We will be initially revising these.  

 Comparing fractions with related denominators and locate and represent them 

on a number line. 

 

Year 5  

During number sessions, Year 5 students will be covering all of the content expected to be 

learnt for the number elements of the NAPLAN assessment. We will be revise all previously 

taught content including using the four operations, number patterns and working with 

fractions. We will focus on the comprehension of written questions and problem solving. 

 

Measurement and Geometry  

When studying Geometry, we will be learning about 2d and 3d 

shapes.  In Measurement lessons we will be identifying appropriate units of measurement and 

converting between different units of measurement.  
 

HASS HASS is the acronym for Humanities & Social Sciences. During the year we will study Civics & 

Citizenship, Economics & Business, Geography & History. We used the Guided Enquiry 

approach where the steps are: Open, Immerse, Explore, Identify, Gather, Create, Share and 

Evaluate.  

This term we are focussing on Civics and Citizenship and looking at government and discussing 

the big question:  

Do we need 3 levels of government?  

We will be asking more questions, gathering more information and then the students will be 

doing a project on it. This term it will be a group project done in class time.  

Science In Science this term we are focusing on Physical Science. In Year 6 with Mr Robinson, we will 

be learning how electrical energy can be transferred and transformed in electrical circuits 

and can be generated from a range of sources.    

In Year 5 with Mrs Walker, we will be learning how light from a source forms shadows and 

can be absorbed, reflected and refracted.  

We will be working towards posing clarifying questions and making predictions 

about our scientific experiments.   



Technology 

In Term One this year, the Year 5 and 6 students are learning how electrical energy can 

control light, sound and movement in a product. To explore this, we will be constructing a 

burglar alarm in class. 

Health This term we will be focusing on our own character strengths and how we use these in all 

aspects of our day-to-day life. We will also be looking at building upon character strengths 

and setting targets to develop areas we can improve in. We will be using our classroom aims to 

set the standard of expectations in Room 2 including taking ownership of your own learning, 

solving problems and looking after each other and the world around us.  

Handwriting  We use the NSW handwriting font style. Year 6 students are required to develop and 

consolidate a handwriting style that is legible, fluent and automatic, and that supports 

sustained writing. From Term 2 all Year 6 students, unless they have been given an 

exemption, are to use cursive writing. If students are unable to complete the pages in the 

Handwriting book they are to do it for homework.  

Year 5 students will also be encouraged to use cursive writing as much as possible in readiness 

for Year 6.  

Art  Year Six    

 Students will be given the opportunity to apply their ideas, skills and 

techniques to   developing/ making both 2-D and 3-D artwork.  

 Students will be given opportunities to be inspired by observation and 

imagination, reflecting on various artwork and design elements (own, peers and 

others).  

Students will examine current art styles and professional art practice of well-known sculptors 

including participants of “Sculptures by the Sea” and “Sculptures by the Beach”. They will be 

given opportunity to consider - presentation, meaning/ artist’s intention and aesthetics 

(including diverse audience interpretation and feedback).  

Studio Practice  

Focus artists this term include English sculptor Henry Moore and American painter Georgia 

O-Keeffe who were inspired by nature and embraced organic forms. Students will also focus 

on Australian artists. In particular Jackson Harvey and Alex Towler who collaborate to create 

Lego and mixed media environments from both sourced and recycled materials.   

Key Activities  

3D collaborative Lego assemblages, 3D Clay Modelling, Drawing – Landscape, Painting, 

observation and visual inquiry, studio practice, reflection and display.   

Year Five  

 Students will be given the opportunity to apply their ideas, skills and 

techniques to developing/ making both 2-D and 3-D artwork.  

 Students will be given opportunities to be inspired by observation and 

imagination, reflecting on various artwork and design elements (own, peers and 

others).  

Students will examine artists’ intentions and art styles. Students will reflect on local and 

international artists’ use of techniques, materials, design elements and make links to their own 

work.    

    Studio Practice  



 Focus artists this term include English sculptor Henry Moore and artists who participate in 

“Sculptures by the Sea” who embrace nature and organic forms.  

Key Activities  

Drawing- Landscape/ Organic, 3-D Clay Modelling, Painting, observation and visual inquiry, 

studio practice, reflection and display.   

Music  This term students will be undertaking the following:  

 Games and songs  

 Music genre – Ska  

 Compose in compound time  

 Play xylophone ensemble piece (Hot Marimba book)  

 Introduce bass clef  

 Melodic and rhythmic dictation  

 Identify simple and compound music  

 Convert stick to staff notation  

 Identify major, minor and pentatonic scales  

 Intervals – Steps are a major second (M2) and skips are a minor third 

(m3)Mm  

Languages  Year 5s will use the Italian language and examine its culture in the context My home / My 

community. They will read, view, discuss and create texts and ‘visit’ homes, sights, landscapes 

and places of interest in Italy from the classroom, to expand their awareness of Italy’s 

customs and traditions.  

Year 6s begin the new WA curriculum for their year group which follows the theme of free 

time. Students will investigate the pastimes of Italians their age and will explore how to use 

the language to negotiate meeting for shared leisure activities, expressing likes/dislikes and 

preferences.  

  

 

Please feel free to get in touch if you have any questions or queries regarding your child’s learning this term.  

 

Mrs. Ellie Walker 

Eleanor.walker@education.wa.edu.au 

 


