
 
 

Room 1 Curriculum Newsletter Term 1 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 

 

The aim of this newsletter is to give you an overview of the curriculum covered this Term. We have also 

included some general notes for those that weren’t able to attend the class meeting. Please note, that in the 

future we will be using Connect for communication, so those who have not yet done so, please “connect” to it. If 

you are having any challenges with it, or unable to access it please let me know. Otherwise, we will assume you 

will be receiving our notifications. 

 

Teachers 

We are very excited to be sharing the class this year. Please be assured we communicate and cooperate 

extensively. Robyn Bullock will be working on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and covering the curriculum 

areas of Writing, Reading, Handwriting, Maths (Numeracy) and HASS. Daniel Robinson will be working on 

Thursday and Friday and the curriculum covered on those days are Spelling and Grammar, Speaking and 

Listening, Maths (Measurement, Statistics and Probability, Chance & Data), Science and Health. We’ve attached 

a weekly timetable. 

 

Crunch ‘n’ Sip 

Students are able to graze as needed on fruit or vegetables they bring in and place on their desks. We ask that 

fruit and vegetables are pre-cut into bite sized pieces so that learning is not disrupted.  Students know that 

they are not to have their crunch ‘n’ sip at the start of the day, immediately after recess or lunch as they 

should take the opportunity to eat during these set breaks. 

 

Attendance Requirements   

A reasonable explanation is required for ALL absences and within a timely manner of students returning to 

school. This can be done in the form of a letter, an email, phone call to the school, completing the form on the 

school website or by coming to the teacher in person. If a student arrives to school after 8.55, they need to 

collect a late slip from the office. For students arriving after 9.30am, a morning absence will be recorded. 

 

Uniform Policy  

It is important that students come to school dressed in full school uniform.  For safety reasons, appropriate 

shoes must be worn.  Sport shoes need to be supportive of the foot and provide enough grip to take part in all 

sporting activities – laces should be done up.  As part of our uniform policy, hats are also compulsory in order 

for students to participate in sporting and play activities as well as being in the sun during recess and lunch. 

Our School Board supports caps with a back flap as well as bucket and wide brimmed styles, both being 

available from the uniform shop which is open on Mondays. Students without hats can play in the undercover 

area. All shoulder length hair needs to be tied back. It is asked that students only wear their faction shirts on 

Mondays and Fridays as these are the sports days. 

All items should be clearly labelled.  

 

Medication  

If your child requires any medication during the school day or is on a long-term Health plan, please contact the 

school office. 

 

Mobile Phones 

Mobile phones and any other technology devices must be handed to the class teacher first thing in the morning 

and collected again at home time. Smart watches need to be turned to flight mode. Phones are not to be used 

on the school grounds. 
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Homework 

All students are encouraged to read at least three times a week for half an hour, write their weekly spelling 

sentences and to do Handwriting homework. From time to time, students may be asked to complete work that 

has been started in class or additional work that has been negotiated with individual parents. If there are any 

challenges with homework at any time, please contact us. 

 

Curriculum Summary 

The Year 5 and 6 students’ topics will be the same, however, there are different curriculum requirements and 

thus expectations for each year level. We will also be doing Naplan preparation with the Year 5 students. 

Where we think it is beneficial the Year 6 students will be included in this for preparation for their Year 7 

Naplan. 

 

Literacy Reading lessons, we will be focussing on different comprehension strategies; in 

preparation for Year 5’s Naplan. Some Year 6 students will also be revising these 

concepts where needed.  

 

Writing lessons students will be revising Narrative and Persuasive writing. They will 

be doing a variety of activities concentrating on: 

 text structure of the different genres 

 sentence structure 

 audience 

 Development of ideas. 

All Naplan is done online, so the students will be practising their typing skills. If 

they could further practise these skills at home it will certainly support them. This 

is crucial also for Year 6 students. 

 

In Spelling & Grammar lessons, students will be working through the Sound Waves 

spelling program at their level and reinforcing their learning through weekly 

spelling homework.   We will also be consolidating grammar concepts in weekly 

lessons. 

Maths Number 

Year 6  

During Number lessons, students will be focusing on: 

 identifying numbers larger than a million, 

 understanding that some numbers have special properties and that these 

properties can be used to solve problems – triangular, square numbers, 

composite and prime numbers, 

 representing and solving problems involving the four operations. In order for 

students to be able to do this, they need to have a thorough understanding of 

the 4 operations. We will be initially revising these. 

 

 Comparing fractions with related denominators and locate and represent them 

on a number line    

 

Year 5 

 In Number, students have the opportunity to work alongside the other Year 5’s in 

Room 2 with Mrs Walker. This allows for a targeted approach to the curriculum and 

opportunities for NAPLAN practice. During these number sessions, the students 

will cover all of the content expected to be learnt for the number elements of the 

NAPLAN assessment. They will focus on the comprehension of written questions 

and problem solving of abstract concepts.  
  
 

Measurement and Geometry 



When studying Geometry, we will be learning about 2d and 3d shapes.  In 

Measurement lessons we will be identifying appropriate units of measurement and 

converting between different units of measurement. 

 

HASS HASS is the acronym for Humanities & Social Sciences. During the year we will 

study Civics & Citizenship, Economics & Business, Geography & History. We used 

the Guided Enquiry approach where the steps are: Open, Immerse, Explore, 

Identify, Gather, Create, Share and Evaluate. 

This term we are focussing on Civics and Citizenship and looking at government and 

discussing the big question: 

Do we need 3 levels of government? 

We will be asking more questions, gathering more information and then the 

students will be doing a project on it. This term it will be a group project done in 

class time. 

Science In Science this term we are focusing on Physical Science. In Year 6 with Mr 

Robinson, we will be learning how electrical energy can be transferred and 

transformed in electrical circuits and can be generated from a range of sources.   

In Year 5 with Mrs Walker, we will be learning how light from a source forms 

shadows and can be absorbed, reflected and refracted. 

We will be working towards posing clarifying questions and making predictions 

about our scientific experiments.  

Technology In term one this year, the year 5 and 6 students are learning how electrical energy 

can control light, sound and movement in a product. To explore this, we will be 

constructing a burglar alarm in class. 

Health The areas of the Friendly Schools Program (with supporting lessons using the 

Zones of Regulation program) that we will be focussing on this term are: 

 Making it happen 

 Expected and unexpected behaviours 

 Cool friend, good friend 

 Self-talk 

 Challenging myself 

 Skills to establish and manage positive relationships, such as: showing respect 

and empathy, being cooperative, actively listening, being trustworthy, accepting 

differences 

Handwriting We use the NSW handwriting font style. Year 6 students are required to develop 

and consolidate a handwriting style that is legible, fluent and automatic, and that 

supports sustained writing. From Term 2 all Year 6 students, unless they have been 

given an exemption, are to use cursive writing. 

Year 5 students will also be encouraged to use cursive writing as much as possible 

in readiness for Year 6. 

The week’s focus is discussed in class and the students will practise it in the 

Handwriting books for homework. 

Art Year Six   

 Students will be given the opportunity to apply their ideas, skills and 

techniques to   developing/ making both 2-D and 3-D artwork. 

 Students will be given opportunities to be inspired by observation and 

imagination, reflecting on various artwork and design elements (own, peers 

and others). 

Students will examine current art styles and professional art practice of well-

known sculptors including participants of “Sculptures by the Sea” and 

“Sculptures by the Beach”. They will be given opportunity to consider - 

presentation, meaning/ artist’s intention and aesthetics (including diverse 

audience interpretation and feedback). 

Studio Practice 

Focus artists this term include English sculptor Henry Moore and American 

painter Georgia O-Keeffe who were inspired by nature and embraced organic 



forms. Students will also focus on Australian artists. In particular Jackson 

Harvey and Alex Towler who collaborate to create Lego and mixed media 

environments from both sourced and recycled materials.  

Key Activities 

3D collaborative Lego assemblages, 3D Clay Modelling, Drawing – Landscape, 

Painting, observation and visual inquiry, studio practice, reflection and display.  

Year Five 

 Students will be given the opportunity to apply their ideas, skills and 

techniques to developing/ making both 2-D and 3-D artwork. 

 Students will be given opportunities to be inspired by observation and 

imagination, reflecting on various artwork and design elements (own, peers 

and others). 

Students will examine artists’ intentions and art styles. Students will reflect on 

local and international artists’ use of techniques, materials, design elements 

and make links to their own work.   

    Studio Practice 

    Focus artists this term include English sculptor Henry Moore and artists who 

participate in “Sculptures by the Sea” who embrace nature and organic forms. 

Key Activities 

Drawing- Landscape/ Organic, 3-D Clay Modelling, Painting, observation and 

visual inquiry, studio practice, reflection and display.  

Music This term students will be undertaking the following: 

 

 Games and songs 

 Music genre – Ska 

 Compose in compound time 

 Play xylophone ensemble piece (Hot Marimba book) 

 Introduce bass clef 

 Melodic and rhythmic dictation 

 Identify simple and compound music 

 Convert stick to staff notation 

 Identify major, minor and pentatonic scales 

 Intervals – Steps are a major second (M2) and skips are a minor third 

(m3)Mm 
Languages Year 5s will use the Italian language and examine its culture in the context My 

home / My community. They will read, view, discuss and create texts and ‘visit’ 

homes, sights, landscapes and places of interest in Italy from the classroom, to 

expand their awareness of Italy’s customs and traditions. 

Year 6s begin the new WA curriculum for their year group which follows the 

theme of Free Time. Students will investigate the pastimes of Italians of their age 

and will explore how to use the language to negotiate meeting for shared leisure 

activities, expressing likes/dislikes and preferences. 

 

 

Please feel free to contact us should you have any concerns or questions about your child. 

 

We look forward to working with you this year. 

 

Ms Robyn Bullock Mr Daniel Robinson  

Robyn.bullock@education.wa.edu.au Daniel.robinson@education.wa.edu.au  
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