
 
 
 
 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

The children have made a great start to the year and we are developing a lovely rhythm. We would like to share with you our 

Term 1 program and reiterate some information shared during the class meeting. 

A big part of our Pre-Primary program this year focuses on laying the foundation for your child’s future schooling. We work 

on routines and on assisting your child in their emotional self-regulation and how to assert themselves in the classroom and 

playground with their friends.  

Within our learning programs, we will work hard to ensure all children’s needs and where possible interests are catered for. 

Our Staff 

I work full-time but have Wednesdays as a DOTT (Duties Other Than Teaching). On Wednesdays, Rose Hewison will teach 

the students. Her Wednesday program focus will be on Science and Mathematics (Measurement and Geometry). 

 

Lisa Van Valteren is our educational assistant and she works full-time. During the week we have Leisha Blight and Natalie Bob 

coming into the room to assist children with additional needs. 

 

Letters and Sounds. 

Letters and Sounds is a synthetic phonics scheme. It teaches children to read by developing their phonic knowledge and skills. 

It sets out a detailed and systematic program. The program aims for students to be fluent readers by age seven. 

 

At this stage Pre-primary students will participate in Letters and Sounds sessions from 12:45 to 1:20 pm on Mondays, 

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.  

 

Timetable Room 5 

  Monday Tuesday   Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8.50 am– 9:05 Puzzles and books     DOTT Day focus: Science and Measurement and 

Measurement and Geometry 

    

9:05 am –  9.30 

am 

9:05 Mat session– Numeracy (calendar, 

how many children are here etc.) and 

introduction drill of the weekly sound 

and revision of previous sounds. 

 

9.20 Library 

9:05-9:30 Guided Reading 

Mat Session 

9:30 9:45 Mat session (see Monday’s 

mat information).  

9.20 -10..20 Music Assembly (usually three times each 

term). 

  

9:05 Mat session– Numeracy (see 

Monday’s mat session) 

9:05 9:30 Guided Reading 

Mat session (see Monday’s mat session) 

9:30-11:10 Rotational Activities (usually five): one 

has a Literacy focus, one numeracy and 

the others either HASS, Art , 

Technology etc. 

        

Recess 
  

    

11.30—12:00 Outside Learning 

  

Outside Learning 

 

  Outside Learning  Outside Learning 

  

12:00—12.: 45 Talk4Writing/ continue with morning 

rotations 

Maths Rotations   Maths Rotations Maths Rotations 

12:-45-  1:20 Letters and Sounds Letters and Sounds 
 

Letters and Sounds Letters and Sounds 

Lunch 
  

        

2.05 pm—3.00  Technology/HASS/Health Technology/HASS/Health   Sport Friendship Friday 

Please note we work quite flexibly with our schedule. For example, we may change our sport session due to weather or may 

have more of a Technology focus everyday one week and greater Health focus the next week. However, we do address all 

curriculum areas but try to do so in an integrated way that maximises learning opportunities across a range of subject areas. 
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Letter Formations 

We use a handwriting program that teaches letter patterns called Peggy Lego. We consolidate the patterns in Peggy Lego 

that were taught at Hazel Orme Kindergarten to teach the students how to form the different letters. An explanation follows 

and we have attached a sheet to this letter explaining how we teach the students to form the individual letters. 

 
Literacy Focus 

In Pre-primary, our Term 1 Literacy focus, will be the introduction of letters and sounds and having children use their sound 

knowledge to attempt to write and read words. For example, Set 1 of Letters and Sounds introduces the sounds: s, a, t and p; 

once these sounds are introduced children can attempt to read and write sat, pat and at. As more sounds are introduced 

children can attempt to apply their phonic knowledge to texts and in their writing. We encourage students to write and have 

a go and do daily modelled writing and reading sessions, where they listen to, comprehend and identify rhyme, letter patterns 

and sounds in words. 

 

Students will also examine different writing genres such as procedural texts, narratives, retells, poetry and simple reports.  

We run a Guided Reading program on Tuesdays and Fridays and do require parent assistance to do so. The sessions usually 

only take 25 minutes from 9:05 to 9:30am and focus on developing the students’ comprehension skills. 

Weekly sound focus: 

Week 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 s a t p i n m d 

 

Maths 

This term in Mathematics the curriculum focus is on Number, Measurement, and Statistics and Probability. 

 

Our focus in Pre-primary will be on: 

 Establishing understanding of the language and processes of counting by naming numbers in sequences, initially to and 

from 20, moving from any starting point.  

 Subitising (knowing ‘how many’ by looking at) small collections of objects and using subitising as the basis for ordering 

and comparing collections of numbers and then counting on. 

 number names, numerals and quantities, including zero, initially up to 10 and then beyond. 

 Months and days of the week. 

 Number recognition 0 to 10 and how we can partition these numbers. 

 Simple investigative yes and no questions 



 

Please note that even though young children can often recite the number sequence (that is, saying one, two, three and so on), 

we cannot assume that they can count small sets of objects. Learning to count involves learning several important principles, 

which are: 

1. Each object to be counted must be given one and only one number name. 

2. The number name list must be used in a fixed order every time a group of objects is counted (i.e. you have to say 1, 

2, 3, 4 in the same order each time). 

3. The order in which the objects are counted doesn't matter. The child can start with any block and count them. 

4. The last number name used gives the number of objects in the set. 

5. The arrangement of the objects to be counted does not affect how many there are. 

These principles are a critical focus of our Term 1 program in Mathematics. 

 

Our Term 1 focus in Measurement, will focus on students using direct and indirect comparisons to decide which item is longer 

and explain their reasoning.  

 

We do daily calendar work practising saying the order of the days and months of the year throughout the year. You can assist 

your child at home by regularly having him or her practise their counting skills and looking for patterns in the number system.  

 

Digit Formations 

We are having a big push with our junior years on the correct digit formations. Some students are finding it difficult to 

correctly form the digits that make up our number system. Within our school we are teaching the students the correct 

formations through a rhyme system. The rhymes help children to remember what the digits look like, also by chanting the 

rhymes students remember where to start and finish their digit formations. We thought that this rhyme system may give 

you the opportunity to reinforce what we are doing within our classrooms. 

Rhymes on how to correctly form digits: 

0 - Around to my left to find my hero, back to the top, I've made a zero 

1 - A downward stroke, My that's fun. Now I've made the number one. 

2 - Half a heart says, "I love you." A line. Now I've made the number two. 

3 - Around the tree, Around the tree, Now I've made the number three 

4 - Down and across and down once more. Now I've made the number four 

5 - The back. The belly. The hat.  It's a five. Watch out, it might come alive 

6 - Bend down low to pick up sticks. Now I've made the number six. 

7 - Across the sky and down from heaven. Now I've made the number seven 

8 - Make an "S" and close the gate. Now I've made the number eight. 

9 - Make an oval and a line. Now I've made the number nine. 

 

Science 

This term in Science the focus is Physical Sciences. Students will be involved in exploring the understanding that the way 

objects move depends on a variety of factors, including their size and shape, which will allow us to integrate in with our 

Technology topic. 

 

HASS (Geography) 

Our overarching focus in HASS in Term 1, will be Geography. We will examine the big questions: What are the places around 

me? What does our world look like? 

In the first two-weeks, to get to know the students, we will do activities related to the children and their families. We will 

then move to maps of our community and where we live in relation to one another and special places in our community, such 

as our school and one another. We will explore community workers and people who help/assist us within our community. 

Technology  

Our focus in Term 1, will be Design and Technology- Engineering principles and systems. Within this topic we will explore the 

ways in which objects move: push, pull, bounce, slide, fall, spin, float. We will also examine how and why people produce 

familiar products to meet personal and community needs, linking in with our HASS and Health topics. 

 

 

 

 



Health 

In Health, we will introduce the Zones of Regulation and Friendly Schools programs. These programs allow us to explore 

emotional responses individuals may experience in different situations, such as feeling: happy, sad, excited, tired, angry, 

scared, confused. As part of establishing our classroom expectations, we will explore safe classroom practices and look 

closely at personal hygiene due to COVID. Lastly, we will look at trusted people in the community who can help us, through 

the theme of People in Our Community. 

 

As part of our safety practices we have organised an incursion from RAC on road safety. The incursion is scheduled for 

Friday, the 12th of March, 2021, further information will be sent closer to this date. We are also in the process of 

organising an incursion 

 

No Hat No Play 

Children require a hat to join in sport and outdoor play sessions. We keep spare hats in Room 6, just in case your child forgets. 

Please clearly label your child’s hat with their name. 

 

Physical Education 

In Term 1, we will do a review of fundamental movement skills with our students. For example, running, jumping, skipping, 

hopping and so on.  

 

Children are placed into factions: Challenger (Green), Parmelia (Gold) and Success (Purple). We plan on having our sport lessons 

on Thursday afternoons. However, often we need to be flexible due to the weather. Faction shirts can be purchased through 

our uniform shop, if you wish your child to wear their faction t-shirt on Thursday. Your child’s faction is: 
Success Parmelia Challenger 

Denby 

Willow 

Lulu 

Evie Mc 

Emily 

Fletcher 

Joud 

Miela 

Charlyne 

Sietta 

Jude 

Max 

Bob 

Owen 

Alby 

 

Sarafina 

Alba 

Valentina 

Evie Mo 

Maggie 

Otto 

Basil 

Brock 

Samuel 

 

 

Music 

The children have Music with Mr David Kaloczy on Wednesday mornings. In Term 1, the children’s Music program will consist 

of enjoyment of music and musical games, singing and how to use their voice, playing instruments and movement to music. 

 

Parent Helpers 

We love parent help. If you can assist, please write your name on our parent roster. The more adults we have in the class the 

better for the students. Our parent helper roster commences form Week 4 onwards. 

 

Please note, at this stage younger siblings cannot join their parents when assisting in the classroom. This constriction came 

about last year as part of COVID recommendations from the Education Department. 

 

School Behaviour Expectations. We are a PBS School, (Positive Behaviour School). We actively teach positive behaviour to 

all children, so that they understand the behaviour expectations within the context of a school community. 

 
 

 

ROS Bird 

In Term 2, a child will be chosen each day to take home our ROS mascot for the evening and record their adventures. This 

will enable your child to share with their class what they and ROS did on the weekend, enabling the class to see how families 

At our school we take pride by being: Respectful, Organised and Safe. This spells out ROS who is our schools’ 

behaviour expectations mascot.  

 

When we note students demonstrating ROS like behaviours they move on our ROS chart, receiving a sticker 

when they reach ten.  

 

We use the 1, 2 3 magic system to remind children of our behaviour expectations and utilise a system of 

buddy class and office withdrawals if and when required. 

 

When the whole class are fabulous we put marbles in the jar and when we fill it, we have a class reward. 

 



are similar and different and what makes them and their family unique. Please feel free to take photos of your child and ROS’ 

adventures and email through to me to share with the class. 

 

SeeSaw 

SeeSaw is an app we use to take photographs to share with you; photos of what your child is learning and doing at school. For 

example, they may build a great structure and we take a photograph to share through Seesaw with you. It is a great stimulus 

to discuss what was done by your child during the day or week. (If you have not returned the paper permission slip please do 

so – we are not supposed to be using until we have all forms sighed.) 

 

Reporting 

In Pre-primary each week we will collect a work sample that is linked to a curriculum area. We attach a rubric to your child’s 

work and collate this information in Semester 1 and 2 Work Sample files. You will receive this collection with their end of 

Semester report. The aim of this is to show growth and progress throughout the year. Your child’s artwork will be placed in 

an Art Portfolio that you will receive at the end of the year.  

 

Each child receives a written report at the end of Semesters One and Two. Children are assigned “limited”, “satisfactory”, 

“highly satisfactory” or “excellent” for learning areas. Please note a grade of satisfactory identifies your child is on track and 

at level with his/her learning for their year group. 

Communication Book in Room 5 

There is a communication book available in the classroom for parents to record relevant information about their children such 

as medical and dental appointments and arrangements regarding people who are picking up children after school. 

 

Parents/carers of students who attend an “after school child care” program are requested to advise us of the name of the 

service provider and the relevant days their child will attend.  

 

Friendship List 

Legally we cannot give out student contact details. To make things easier for parents to coordinate play dates, every year we 

request a parent to coordinate the compilation of a friendship list for each class. That can be photocopied and given out. If 

you are willing to coordinate this for our class, please see me. Liz, (Bob’s mum), has kindly volunteered to do this. 

 

We also encourage all students to have lots of friends, of both sexes.  

 

Absentees 

The Department of Education and Training requires parents to provide an explanation (verbal, phone call, email or written) 

for students who are absent from school. 

Please note if your child arrives after 9:30 am their morning absence is counted as half a day absent. Alternatively, if you 

pick up before 2:30pm, their pm session is counted as half a day absent.  

If a child leaves school during the day parents need to report to the office and complete a form before the child is collected 

from the classroom. One copy of the form is given to the classroom teacher and the other copy is kept by the parent. Late 

arrival notes can be picked up from the front office. 

Principal authorisation is now required for holidays during term time. The form for vacation leave during the term is located 

on the school website. 

Excursions  

We believe in and value hands on learning and do try and organise an excursion/ incursion each term. Please note we are mindful 

of costs and stay within the school’s outline of parental costs. 

Parent Interviews 

I am happy to discuss your child’s progress with you at any time, please touch base to make a time that is mutually suitable. I 

am available all day on Wednesdays or most other days before or after school.  

 

Change of Clothes 

Accidents do occur, so please leave a change of clothes in a plastic bag in your child’s school bag. 

 

 

 



Assemblies 

We usually have three whole school assemblies per term. During the assembly the host class (running the assembly), presents 

an item. Our assembly will be in Term 3. 

We give out merit certificates to between four and five children in each class, at the assemblies. We endeavour to give all 

children a certificate in Semester 1 and again in 2. We will notify you in advance when your child will be receiving their merit 

certificate, so you can attend.  

It is best not to tell your child they are receiving a merit certificate, as they will become anxious. It is usually best to wait 

for their name to be called and we will support them onto the stage if they feel nervous. 

Canteen 

Our canteen is opened on Wednesday and Fridays. Orders are placed before school. Please note the canteen has EFTPOS 

facilities and sushi orders must be placed before 8:45am. Ice-cream orders for Pre-primary students are delivered to the 

Pre-primary. Please clearly mark your child’s name, year level and room number on their lunch bag. 

 

We look forward to working with you throughout the year. Please see me, with any queries about our learning programs. 

 

Kind regards 

Karen 

 

Karen.colkin@education.wa.edu.au 

25/2/2021 


