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Dear Parents, 

We have missed you all and look forward to welcoming you back to Term 2; should that be face-to-face learning in the 
classroom or if you continue to self-isolate and continue your child’s learning program at home. 
 
Our job is to support you in your decision to either keeping your child at home or returning them to school. We recognise 
whatever decision you have made, that your child is your main priority and individual’s decisions are both personal and 
based on what is best for their child at this time. We also recognise that decisions may change over time and make no 
judgement on your choice. 
 
Term 2, will be a learning curve for all of us and may require some adjustments to our planning and programming 
throughout the term. With that in mind, please find attached our program/overview for Term 2: 
 
Drop Off 
For students returning in Rooms 5 and 6, we request you drop off and pick your child up from the gate on Montreal 
Street. We will organise a staff member to pick the children up from this point at 8:45am. We would sincerely 
appreciate students arriving on time; routine during these unprecedented times is paramount for your child and arriving 
late can often causes children to feel unsettled and interrupts the learning program for others. If you are running late, 
you will need to phone the school, so we can organise a staff member to meet your child at this point. 
 
We may need to revaluate this drop off/pick up point as we move further into the wintery months or restrictions on 
parents not entering schools are lifted.  
 
Working from Home 
In the last week of school, we created take home packs for all children to use at home for the first two weeks of Term.  
We will use these packs for families choosing to work from home and as a basis for our face-to-face teaching, so as 
not to disadvantage students working from home. Last week, Glenn sent out information on how you could pick up your 
child’s pack on Tuesday, the 28th of April. If you would like your child to do online learning and were unable to collect 
your pack at this time, you will need to make contact to organise an appropriate pick up time.  
 
Teachers worked together in clusters to create the learning packages, so the work package for Pre-primary is the 
same for students in Rooms 5 and 6, and the package for the Year 1s is the same for students in Rooms: 6, 8 and 10.  
 
Based on the school survey information we received from parents in Term 1, the majority of families requested paper 
and pencil tasks and some online learning. We also sought to find activities we thought would be easier for you to 
teach/complete at home. For example, in Maths in the first two weeks we chose to look at money, as coins are objects 
parents will be able to access easily. We also focused on family events such as ANZAC Day and Mother’s Day. We 
created many ‘hands on’ resources, as we recognise this mode works best for students within our age group. 
 
In saying that, every child works at a different pace and collectively we feel we may have given you too much to get 
through. As already pointed out this is a huge learning curve for us and if your child (or you) become overwhelmed by 
what we have sent home, prioritise what you are going to do and leave the rest. We will seek feedback from you and 
modify our fortnightly grid systems as Term 2 unfolds. 
 
We have placed a hard copy of the grids for the first fortnight of Term 2 in your child’s take home bag. We have also 
attached an electronic copy to this email, so as you can click on the hyperlinks. 
 
Communication 
Communication between us throughout Term 2 with be critical, for both students at home and at school.  
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Gate drop offs will mean we will have less opportunity to speak to you about concerns, positive gains your child has 
made or things we have noted about your child throughout the day. We will need to be in regular contact through 
Seesaw, emails and phone calls. 

We will set up a schedule to communicate with students and their families working at home. At this stage we are unsure 
what this may look like or who will co-ordinate this role. However, we are presuming that it may look like regular 
webinars, so students can see their peers and teachers at school, communicating with and/or joining us for sessions 
like guided reading. Additionally, it may look like phone conversations to see how your child is progressing at home.  

Term Two Themes/Topics 
At the end of Term 1, as a school, we decided to work collectively within mini topics/themes. As a staff, we felt this 
model worked better for families working from home. That is, we felt this would generate shared conversations, 
projects and interests between siblings and may be easier for families to coordinate. 

The topics of study we have chosen so far are: 

Weeks  Topic/Theme 
Weeks 1- 3  Family- for example, looking at how events such as ANZAC Day and Mother’s Day are commemorated/celebrated. 
Weeks 4-6 Weather and Seasons (within PP and Yr. 1 we will also look at the olden days and WA Week celebrations 
Weeks 7-10 TBA 

We will continue to use this model but may modify as Term 2 progresses, based on feedback and the children’s interest. 
 
Literacy Focus 
In Pre-primary, we will continue to explicitly teach sounds and letter formations, within our ‘Letters and Sounds’ 
program. Additionally, each week we will have a specific sound and letter focus. Students will have opportunity to use 
their sound knowledge to attempt to write and decode words. We encourage students to write and have a go and do 
daily-modelled writing and reading sessions, where they listen to, comprehend and identify rhyme, letter patterns and 
sounds in words. We also examine capital letters and full stops and introduce students to other punctuation during 
modelled writing and reading sessions.  
 
In Year 1, during our weekly sound focus, we will continue to revise some of the trickier consonant blends. A big part 
of our Literacy focus will be on teaching grammar and punctuation; such as nouns, adjectives, verbs, word order, capital 
letters and full stops. 

Students will also examine different writing genres such as procedural texts, narratives, retells, rhyming verse, 
descriptions and simple reports.  

Our program for the teaching of specific text types will be: 

Week 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
PP 
and 

Yr. 1 

Procedures (integrate 
with cooking and card/ 

letter writing. 
 

Characterisation 
(descriptions) 

 

Narratives: 
# Beginning, middle and end  (PP) 
# orientation, complication and 
conclusion (Yr. 1) 

Information texts: 
# retell (PP) 
# report (Yr. 1) 
 

Rhyming verse 

We plan to continue our guided reading program on Tuesdays and Fridays.  

When reading at home with your child, we encourage you to use the online  Oxford- decodable readers that support 
the Letters and Sounds program. Your child is more than welcome to borrow the readers from school, however, they 
are not decodable. Hence, we find the Oxford series superior as it is free and the readers are decodable. See the 
attached note/email sent out at the end of Term 1 explaining how to log in.  
 
With the Oxford series, students in PP will be on Level 2 Letters and Sounds. Yr. 1 students completing Letters and 
Sounds sessions with Mrs McKinnon, will be on Level 3, and students with me will be on Level 4.  The Oxford series are 
all decodable and contain some really good comprehension activities. Year 1 students can also access  Getepic online 
(go to www.getepic.com/students), which have some great texts, fiction and non-fiction and are explicitly for 
vocabulary building and reading. The platform also have some great mathematical texts. Our class code for Getepic is: 
vhq6577.  
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We will continue our Letters and Sounds sessions from Monday to Thursday. Year 1 sessions run from 12:30 to 1:15pm 
and PP sessions from 12:45- 1:15pm. Students are regularly assessed and based on our ongoing testing, groupings will 
change. This allows us to teach the students at their point of need. 

Weekly sound and Grammar focus/es: 
Week 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
PP o c, k and ck e u r h b f and ff 1 and 11 ss 

Yr. 1 ai sound 
and verbs 

oa sound 
and verbs 
and nouns 

ie sound 
and  

plurals 

.igh sound 
and 

homophone
s, for 

example, 
no and 
know, 

ur and er 
sound/s, 

and 
alphabetic
al order 

ar sound 
and 

past/prese
nt/future 

ng sound 
and 

alphabetic
al order 

ear sound 
and 
alphabetic
al order 

air sound 
and plurals 

ure words 
and when 
to add s 
and es. 

 
Maths 
This term in Mathematics the curriculum focus is on Number, Measurement, and Statistics and Probability. 

 We will continue our calendar focus each day; examining days of the week and months of the year. Year 1’s will 
continue their time telling to the half hour and describing the duration of time using months, weeks, days and 
hours. Within Measurement, we will also continue to use direct and indirect comparisons to decide which item 
is longer and heavier and explain our reasoning.  

 Within Statistics and Probability, students will continue to examine simple yes and no questions by answering 
a question of the day and making a simple inference from the findings. Year 1’s will also examine different 
outcomes of familiar events and what this information tells us and examine how we can represent this data. 

 Our Number focus, for the first fortnight will be on money. We will examine Australian coins and how we can 
recognise, describe and order Australian coins according to their value. Please note money is a WGVPS school 
focus/area of priority. 

 
Our Number focus in Pre-primary will continue to be on: 

 Establishing understanding of the language and processes of counting by naming numbers in sequences, initially 
to and from 20, moving from any starting point.  

 Connecting number names, numerals and quantities, including zero, initially up to 10 and then beyond. 
 Number recognition 0 to 20 and how we can partition these numbers. 
 

Our Number focus in Year 1 will continue to be on: 
 Number sequencing to and from 100 from any starting point. 
 Recognising, modelling, reading, writing and ordering numbers to 100 and locating where these numbers occur 

on a number line. 
 Counting collections to 100 by partitioning numbers. 

 
You can assist your child’s counting fluency at home by listening to them practise their counting, both forwards and 
backwards and practising their skip counting. Remember you do not always have to start from one. 
 
 Yr. 1 students can also access Prodigy.  There is an initial placement test and then students can access a series of 
interactive mathematical tasks. The feedback from students who have accessed this site has been very positive. Log 
in details were sent home last term. Please let me know if you require me to send you another copy. 
 
We do daily problem solving at school, where we respond to a word problem by working out what it is asking us to do. 
For example, if I had six apples, two were red, and the rest were green, how many green apples would I have? We use 
materials and or draw to solve the problem. Within this forum, we examine different calculate strategies we could use.  

Our Calculate focuses running within Term 2 will be: 
Weeks 1, 2 and 3 4 and 5 6 and 7 8, 9 and 10 
PP Consolidate: 

 Subitising 
Explicitly Teach: 

 Counting on 

Consolidate: 
 Subitising 
 Skip counting 

Explicitly teach: 
 Counting on 

Consolidate 
 Adding zero 
 Skip counting 

Explicitly teach: 
 Counting principles 

Consolidate: 
 Adding zero 

Explicitly teach: 
 Counting principles 
 Count back 
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 Skip counting, 
counting forwards 
and backwards 

 Count back 
 

 Count back 
 

 

Yr. 1 Consolidate: 
 Count back 
 Skip counting 

forwards and 
backwards,  

Explicitly Teach:  
 Doubles 
 Near Doubles 

Consolidate: 
 Number line to 100 
 Rainbow facts to 5 & 

10 
Explicitly teach: 
Subtraction undoes addition 
Exposure: 
Halves and wholes relate to 
time/money/fractions 

Consolidate: 
 Subitising 
 Adding zero 

Explicitly teach: 
 Subtraction undoes 

addition 
 Rainbow fact 

subtraction 
 

Consolidate: 
 Turn arounds 
 Number line to 100 

Explicitly teach: 
 Rainbow fact 

subtraction 

 
HASS  
Within, the first five weeks, we will continue our History topic and then move to Geography in the last five weeks.  
 
The continuation of our History Topic into Term 2, will give us further opportunity to examine how we celebrate special 
days, especially with ANZAC Day and Mother’s Day in the first two weeks. From Week 2 to 5, we will work towards 
concluding our History unit on how students’ grandparents’ childhoods are different to their childhood? We hope to 
close this topic prior to WA Week and conclude with an old-fashioned school day at school for our PP and Yr. 1 students. 
We will bring you more information on this topic closer to this event. 

Our Geography topic will examine weather and seasons and integrate with Science. We will examine how weather (e.g. 
rainfall, temperature, sunshine, wind) and seasons vary between places, and the terms used to describe them. We will 
also look at how places have distinctive features. For example, the location of the equator and the northern and 
southern hemispheres, including the poles.  
 
Science 
On Wednesdays Alysha (Ms Lange), will continue learning based on the Biological Sciences Understanding, that  living 
things have basic needs, including food and water (people, pets, plants).  and also examine Earth and Space Sciences. 
Within this Science unit, she will focus on: 

 daily and seasonal changes in our environment affect everyday life and; 
 observable changes occur in the sky and landscape.  

 
This focus permits us to integrate our HASS and Science subject areas. It also allows the students to complete a 
planting/gardening project within their study of the seasons. Our gardening/season project, also creates an 
opportunity to integrate Science with Technology. For example, students will be able to collect, manage and analyse 
data form their planting project/changes in weather by taking digital photos, thus presenting their data using digital 
tools.  

Technology 
Within Technology, we will examine: 

 Design Technologies. That is, how people produce familiar products and services to meet personal and 
community needs. 

 Digital systems (hardware and software) are used in everyday life and have specific features. 

This will allows us to investigate hardware/software at home and how is it similar different to what we have at school.  
It will also allow exploration of the increased use of digital systems in relation to COVID-19. Additionally, it will give 
us an opportunity to examine how some businesses have had to modify their services to meet changing 
needs/requirements during this time. 

No Hat No Play 
In Term 2, students continue to require a hat to join in sport and outdoor play sessions. We keep spare hats in Room 
6, just in case your child forgets. Please clearly label your child’s hat with their name. 
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Physical Education 
Term 2, we will continue to review of fundamental movement skills with our Pre-primary students. For example, running, 
jumping, skipping, hopping and so on. Our Year 1’s will continue to look at throwing and catching as well as team game 
skills. 
 
We ask students wear appropriate footwear for running every day, as often-poor weather conditions in Term 2 mean 
we have to be more flexible with our sport days and times.  
 
Health 
Our Health focus in Term 2, will focus on actions that promote health, safety and wellbeing.   

In Pre-primary, our focus will be on eating healthy food, personal hygiene and identifying household substances that 
are dangerous and on following symbols and procedures. 

In Yr. 1, we will explore the benefits of healthy eating and regular physical activity on health and well-being and 
ways healthy messages are communicated. 

Music 
In Term 2, the children’s Music program will continue to consist of enjoyment of music and musical games, singing and 
how to use their voice and playing instruments and moving to music. 
 
Italian 
Year 1 students participate in Italian sessions with the students from Room 8 on Thursdays.  

This term, the Yr. 1’s will review meeting and greeting people and exchanging names, and will learn how to express and 
ask others how they are feeling. They will practise making Italian vowel sounds as well as reading and copying simple 
words. They will be encouraged to join in with songs, games, rhymes, stories and role plays, and will explore Italian 
culture through a simple ‘research’ project.  

Change of Clothes 
Please ensure that you do have a change of clothes for your child in their bag, accidents do occur and wet weather 
means we can accidentally get wet. 
 
Unwell 
We ask if your child is unwell that you keep them at home, even if they only have a slight sniffle. At this time, we 
request everyone is extra vigilant, as we want students and staff to remain well. 
 
Library 
A number of students have their Library books at home from Term 1 and we request you return them as soon as 
possible, along with your child’s Library bags. We will borrow on Mondays, however, for the initial few weeks of Term 
2 the Library will be closed. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and support. As a staff, I know we feel very much supported by our parent group 
and community.  
 
Please see me with any queries or for clarification. Please remember to stay in regular contact and stay safe. 
 
Kind regards 
Maureen French Maureen.French@education.wa.edu.au 

29/04/2020 


