White Gum Valley

Homework Policy and Guidelines

WHITE GUM VALLEY

Homework at the primary school level is not compulsory, however at White Gum Valley Primary School, we
consider that homework has a number of potential benefits.

. To support the learning and teaching programs appropriate to the individual’'s needs at school by allowing
children time to practise, extend and consolidate concepts taught in class;

o To provide parents and caregivers with insights into what is being taught in the classroom and the
progress of their children;

. To involve the parents and caregivers or partners in their child’s learning;

. To establish habits of self-management and organisation, which will serve students for the rest of their
lives.

Guidelines for Homework

o Homework should not be excessive so as not to impinge on family, recreational or cultural needs time.

o It needs to be purposeful, meaningful and relevant to the curriculum as well as interesting and challenging.
. Homework will be appropriate to the student’s skill level and age responsive to each individual’s needs.

. No penalties should be given for not doing homework.

. Teachers have the responsibility to ensure that students are fully aware of what their homework entails.
This needs to occur not only verbally, but also in clear, written sense either on a homework sheet or into a
diary type document.

. Homework will will be balanced across the Learning Areas, but with an emphasis on recreational reading.
. There must be a clear follow up of homework by the teacher, or the purpose of homework will be lost by the
student.

o Although parents should be encouraged to be involved in homework, generally students should be able to
do their own homework. Parents should not have to teach their child the homework. Only guided help
should be required.

Kindergarten—Pre Primary

No formal homework is set. Shared reading with your child, saying nursery rhymes and “word and number”
activities are recommended.

Years 1—3

Practice of skills learnt at school will be at the basis of enjoyment and sharing with the family.
=  Oral reading, phonics/spelling practising of relevant number facts and research.
= 10 to 20 minutes as needed—3 to 4 times per week.

Year 4-6

Sharing experiences with the family

=  Revisionary practice of literacy and numeracy skills and knowledge.
=  Reading for enjoyment.

=  Research and revision of concepts covered in class.

= 20 to 40 minutes as needed 3 to 4 times a week.



